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"He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” Ephesians (4:16)

Message of EFECW Coordinating Committee

The Coordinating Committee (CC) of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women (EFECW) met in Vienna, Austria 25th – 30th October 2023. 
We were welcomed to Vienna by Gabi Kienesberger, the treasurer of the EFECW.
We met against of terror and conflict in Israel and Gaza. We were also very mindful of the ongoing war in Ukraine and the conflict in Armenia and Azerbaijan. It was therefore extremely relevant and an honour, following our meeting, to participate in the Reinhild Traitler Symposium -  "Women in dialogue for Peace " organized by EPIL. We had the opportunity to meet who share the same problems, ideas and visions as us. Also, this was the last conference in EPIL. The rich conference program which included workshops, lectures, discussions on the contribution of women in peace dialogue, will inspire and strengthen us in the upcoming meetings.
During the CC meeting young women shared about the Young Women’s Strategy (YWS). The CC was very fond of the cooperation and teamwork of the young women and especially the monthly Open Space discussion. It was felt this could be an inspiration beyond the Young Women’s Strategy and could help us to grow together. We thanked the YWS team for the relentless work they have done already and will surely do in the future.
We were pleased that our podcast team joined us and recorded several interviews with the participants of the symposium.  The podcast team’s presence at this meeting empowered us to think about creativity and media visibility of our visions, ideas and values.   
We considered the place of the EFECW in the wider ecumenical movement and realise we have a special place and opportunity in this dialogue. As part of our meeting we responded to the Conference of European Churches to renew our partnership as CEC develops its witness.
We took our first steps looking at the GA in 2026 and are excited about different possibilities and opportunities. 
At the close of our meeting we shared these words to describe our feelings, Inspiration, love, sisterhood, refreshed, hope in the future, motivation, lot of work, good memories, good vibes, brighter future, continuity, harmony, beauty in diversity.
During the morning mediation of the EPIL conference we sang these words, they express the hope, we would want to witness in a world of conflict.
Dark day, dark deeds,
lost souls long for hope.

People knowing only hatred,
people living without pity.
People dying without comfort.
Cry aloud for justice.

A candle lit at midnight
is burning as a protest.
It whispers to the darkness:
“I beg to differ.”

I should like to light a candle.
I should like to make a difference.
Though it takes a million candles
just let one of them be mine.
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